
ideas 
These ideas come from a group who has 
participated in the SOWER Work Mission 

for many years.  Use them to spark 
thoughts for your own work mission trip 

fundraising!   

Care Enough to Share  
We sold mission trip shares at $10.00 per share. We asked our Adult Sunday School 
Classes to compete with our youth in a contest to see which group could sell the most 
shares. The winning group was served breakfast made by our education team during 
the Sunday School hour. We also used china and stemware and made it a special    
experience for the winners. 
 

Talent Show & Potato Bake 
We hold a church-wide talent show and serve a baked potato bar & dessert and     
beverage. We solicit local grocery stores for donations and collect a love offering at 
the table and/or during the talent show. 
 

Pig Roast 
This fall we put on a pig roast and advertised it to the entire area through local cable 
TV, flyers, and newspapers. We did it to raise funds to help meet our apportionments. 
We were blessed to raise $900 (all profit) because everything was donated. We sold 
tickets in advance to help us in estimating the size of pig to buy and how much food 
to prepare. We made sure we had plenty to sell for walkins and to go orders.  
 

Rummage Sale 
You can use just your own stuff or sell spots to the public. We do a white elephant 
sale inside our church at the same time we do the bazaar each fall. A big key to this is 
having things well labeled, organized, and a strong set up and clean up team. We 
load everything not sold by closing time and have it all packed to be taken to Goodwill 
the following day. 
 

Couple with a local venue 
We are very blessed to have a minor league ball park in our area as well as Blossom 
Music Center, Jacobs Field, and the Quicken Loans Arena. All of these venues let 
trained nonprofit groups come in and work their concessions for a percentage of their 
sales for the night. 
 

Set up an E-Bay Store 
This we have not done yet but is an idea we have tossed around in committee. An    
E-bay store would take some planning to maintain and there are some fees involved.  
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Silent Auction 
You can do well at this but you need people to go out and procure good things. We 
had a team that went with letters of introduction and intent to many of the businesses 
in our community. We also had church members who put up Major Sports Team 
Game Tickets, antiques, use of a cottage, etc... If you decide to do an actual verbal 
auction in the state of Ohio you must have a state licensed auctioneer — it is a state 
law. Again promoting this to the community is key. You not only want to bring outside 
money in but get your church name and mission out there. 
 

Classic Car Show 
We have not done this one yet but it is on our list. Have a classic car show in your 
church parking lot. Charge an entry fee, have trophies, prizes, and have a separate 
section where food is served. Burgers, fries, root beer floats, etc....and music. We had 
thought of youth serving as car hops too. 
 

Recycle Reclaim 
Check into setting up recycling of newspapers, cans, or old cell phones for cash.  
 
 

Other ideas from today ~ 
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A good website for additional fundraising tips is  
http://www.groupworkcamps.com/youth/resources/fundraising/ 
 
 

Additional thoughts?  Ideas?  Share them on Epworth Center’s website by       
visiting http://www.epworthcenter.org/fundraisingideas.htm 
 
 

Thank you to Penny Roberts-Kandiko from Green Valley United Methodist Church 
for sharing their church’s fundraising successes!   

Cookie walk    Candy store    Walkathons 
 
Donation only dinners  Auction youth for jobs  Ice cream socials 
 
Sunday breakfast/lunches Auctions    Pies 
 

 
Coffee / tea between services Valentine’s Dance   Elderly Prom 
 
Bazaars    Basketball tournaments  Euchre Tourneys 
 
Superbowl sub sale  Basket auctions   Movie night 
 
Chili (Superbowl)    


